THE PIPER

OCTOBER 12-OCTOBER 19, 2025

Trinity Lutheran Church

2221 North Oak Lane
State College, PA 16803
814-238-2024 www.trinitystatecollege.org

PRAYER LIST
TLC Disciples

Neil Kimerer, Cory Bird, Zachary Smith, Carol Brooks, Donna Weller, Jim Cowan,

Alicia Musheno, John Owens, Carol Smith, Linda Leslie.

TLC Friends
Gregg, Ardee, Mike C., Tim, Jerry, and Barbara.

The Altar Flowers are presented by

Readings

Brian Lewis,

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c¢
Psalm 111

2 Timothy 2:8-15

in Loving Memory of his mother

Luke 17:11-19

Helen Lewis

There will be no Dinner & Movie October 15th

The Chosen

Series 5 Episode 5 Will resume October 22nd

October 22, Stuffed Roast Port Loin, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy,
Cooked Vegetables, Salad and Dessert

October 29, Chicken Noodle Casserole, Green Beans, Corn, Salad,
Dessert

If you'd like please bring a dessert to share.

(Menu is subject to change)

TRINITY EVENTS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11
10:00 AM ZumBA
5:00 PM WORSHIP W/COMMUNION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12
18H SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

8:15AM WORSHIP W/COMMUNION
10:00AM WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION
11:00 FIRST COMMUNION CLASS
1:30 PM PASTOR AT FOXDALE
6PM Cadet Girl Scouts #375 Mtg
MoNDAY, OCTOBER 13
6:00PM TROOP #375 MEETING
6:30PM SURVIVOR GROUP MEETING
TuesDAY, OCTOBER 14
10:30AM UPMC SUPPORT GROUP
5:00PM BROWNIE TROOP MTG
5:45PM ZUMBA
7:00PM CHOIR REHEARSAL
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15
No DINNER AND MOVIE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16
5:45 PM ZUMBA
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18
10:00AM ZumBA
5:00 PM WORSHIP W/COMMUNION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:15AM WORSHIP W/COMMUNION

10:00AM WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION
1:00PM CROP WALK
4PM CADET GIRL SCOUTS #375 MTG
6:00PM E2 REHEARSAL
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CROP Hunger Walk State College

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
TO OUR YOUNG DISCIPLES

Sunday Oct. 19" 2:00 pm

St Andrew's Episcopal Church
208 West Foster Avenue
State College, PA 16801 USA

Register at crophungerwalk.org

If you are interested to help as an acolyte, with the
offering and communion we would love to have you
participate in these important roles during the church

service. Contact our Council President,

Trinity Walkers for Christ Brian Lewis, greywolf1949@comcast.net,

= Pastor Ron, or the Church office,

814-238-2024, tlcoffice2@comcast.net
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Duasiversnve No gift is too small when serving God
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Thank you to everyone who donated auction items, bought an auction item, or purchased a

I raffle ticket to benefit the clients of Interfaith Human Services during the month of September.

Because of your generosity, over $20,000 was raised to support the mission and vision of IHS.
If you have any questions regarding IHS programs, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you, again!

. Sue Forster
|nterfﬂlth fsue58521@gmail.com

Human Services



FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION

If you have a child that you think is ready to begin receiving
Holy Communion,

plan now to attend this 3-session class.
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We meet on Sundays at 11 am (right after worship) and a lunch
will be served.

2|

i
=Z.
7

N
The classes will meet on

October 5, 12 and 26.

At least one parent is asked to attend.
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The class will commune for the first time on

Sunday 26 at the 10 AM service.

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Ron or the
Church Office 814-238-2024, tlcoffice2@comcast.net
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ALL HALLOWS' EVE

Better known to most people as Halloween, the night people of all ages don costumes and go from house-to-
house saying to whomever answers the door “trick or treat.” Of course, treats are expected!

We here at Trinity also participate that night by handing out hotdogs and other snacks out along
North Oak Lane.
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We do this as a type of service evangelism and there are people who look forward to getting one of our
hotdogs.

If you would like to support this effort, please consider donating candy, drinks (fruit juices,
or sodas, or whatever), hotdog buns, cookies, or chips.

Please make sure they are all individually wrapped (unfortunately we cannot accept homemade
items). For uniformity’s sake, the hotdogs will be purchased.

Also, if you would like to help that night, please contact Pastor Ron to learn how you can help or for
more information.
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Points to Ponder

The other day I was walking on the beach and ahead of me lay what appeared
to be a collection of sparkling baubles, a blanket of shimmering diamonds. But
as I travelled towards these gems my mirage became a simple deposit of crushed shells reflecting the morning sunlight.
They were fragile conches and clams which had outlived their usefulness, which had been tossed and broken down by
the sea and its currents and by time and deposited here, if only temporarily. Soon the tide will wash them away and
bring in another batch at another time. As I walked along feeling them crunch under my feet, I was joined by another
early riser. Instead of just traveling through this cluster she was concentrating on building her private collection of gems
from among this beach detritus. She didn’t see remnants and broken particles; she saw treasures. She lingered and
hovered over them, sorting through the deposit.

Don’t we often feel like those shells? Having lost our purpose, having been beaten down by life? Having sinned and per-
haps thus feeling unworthy? We often judge ourselves old or frail or useless or unseen. And we forget.....forget that our
Lord doesn’t see just the crushed shells. Like the woman beside me, He doesn’t focus on the blemishes and imperfec-
tions. Because from His vantage point we ALWAYS look like shining diamonds reflecting His love....we are his chil-
dren, his treasured ones. We are loved and He only sees us as precious creations. He is like my beach companion,
seeing value and wonderment among the imperfections. And this earth is only our temporary home. Soon we will be
called, swept away by an eternal God whose love is hard for us to wrap our minds around.

Scripture is continuously reminding us of this.

. 1 John 3:1 “-See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And
that is what we are!”

. Psalm 103:10-11 “—He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high
as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him.”

. Lamentations 3:22-23 “ —Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”

. Isaiah 54:10 “-Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not
be shaken.”

His steadfast love is unshakeable. No matter how battered by life we become no matter how unworthy we
feel. Christ loves us unconditionally. Why is it so hard to live every moment in that certainty?

Similarly..... For you baseball fans. [ was today years old when I learned about the slight detour baseballs
take from the manufacturer to the pitching mound in Major League Baseball. Did you know that major league
baseballs are hand rubbed for thirty seconds by a member of each team’s staff with a special mud from a se-
cret location along the Delaware river in NJ? Pearly white, smooth baseballs are sullied with this muddy mira-
cle concoction to help reduce the slipperiness and make it a tad more tacky to give pitchers more control.
They are made dirty before ever reaching home.

We enter this world as perfect unblemished creatures and life takes over. We succeed and we fail, but we try.
We love and we fail to love, but we try. We sin, beg forgiveness, and we repent. We live our lives and get
dirty. If you're not getting dirty, folks, you're not living. And so when it it’s finally time to face our Lord at the
end of our lives, we are pretty scuffed up. But God sees beyond all that. He sees into our souls, He sees our
essence and if we have lived our lives with our eyes on the prize, if we have tried and fallen and have gotten
back up intending to do better, all the scuffs, all the dents and bruises do not matter. He created us and knows
who we truly are. God loves us. He may shake His head in bemusement at times. He may be saddened by
our choices but He is always there loving us, no matter what. And He calls us home to be with Him when it is
time.



Again scripture is clear on this.

. Romans 8:38-39

“For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

. Ephesians 2:4-5

“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved).”

. Psalm 86:15

“But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.”
. Lamentations 3:22-23

“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every
morning: great is thy faithfulness.”

He loves us with a steadfast love...he sees us as valuable as sparkling diamonds and he calls us home to Him,
not as perfect human beings, but as part of His creation, after life has scuffed us up and left its mark on us.

May we go through this week aware of God’s unconditional love for us. May this blessed assurance bring us
peace. May we strive to treat others and ourselves with the same love and compassion and understanding that
God shows us, that Christ showed toward others. May we value each other and ourselves.

Contributed by, Carol Smith







